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Una extensa y detallada historia del origen y el desarrollo de los Gulags soviÃ©ticos y su herencia

hasta la actualidad. El Gulag aparece en la conciencia de occidente en 1977 con la publicaciÃ³n de

la obra de Aleksandr Solzhenitsin ArchipiÃ©lago Gulag. A partir de nuevos estudios, memorias

publicadas tras la caÃda de la URSS y algunos archivos hasta ahora secretos, Anne Applebaum

realiza una reconstrucciÃ³n histÃ³rica del origen y la evoluciÃ³n de los campos de concentraciÃ³n

soviÃ©ticos que devuelve este infausto e inolvidable episodio al centro de la tormentosa historia del

convulso siglo XX. Con detalle y precisiÃ³n asistimos a la vida cotidiana en el campo: las

automutilaciones para evitar los trabajos forzados, las bodas entre prisioneros, la vida de las

mujeres y los niÃ±os, las rebeliones y los intentos de fuga. El libro, documentado y riguroso,

sostiene que el Gulag naciÃ³ no solo por la necesidad de aislara los elementos que el Partido

Comunista consideraba enemigos, sino para conseguir, al mismo tiempo, una masa de

trabajadores-esclavos que trabajara a cambio de comida en inmensos proyectos como el canal del

mar Blanco o las minas de KolimÃ¡. Tras la descripciÃ³n del horror organizado por el rÃ©gimen

soviÃ©tico, el libro narra cÃ³mo Gorbachov, cuya familia se vio directamente afectada por esta

polÃtica represiva, decidiÃ³ terminar con este rÃ©gimen carcelario liberando a la ciudadanÃa de

uno de los mÃ¡s perversos y crueles sistemas represivos que el mundo ha conocido.

ReseÃ±a:Â«El Gulag de Anne Applebaum es un libro importante. Sus muchos aÃ±os de minuciosa

investigaciÃ³n han provisto a la autora de un inmenso caudal de fascinantes detalles para recrear

una terrible e inolvidable historia.Â»Anthony Beevor, autor de Stalingrado
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Better than science fiction, if you want to expand your mind. The strength, wisdom, and authentic

humanity of survivors shine through on every page.When I saw the size of Anne Applebaum's

"Gulag" (almost 600 pages), I thought I would just read a chapter here and there. The book makes it

easy to do that. But I found myself reading all of it, and realize I will have to go back for it's "reality"

to truly sink in. The human mind cannot take in such things easily. Nevertheless, my heart was knit

with the survivors. And the least I can do for those who didn't survive is to seek to know their truth

fully.Don't go too quickly to any expert analyzers who attempt to explain away or justify this history.

This book gives you a feeling that you are presented with the raw data of another world. First take it

all in; then probe beyond it for answers to your more "objective" questions.For anyone associated

with the Soviet states to wish to forget or deny is perfectly human. Nevertheless those of us who

can bear these memories must insist that the record be quickly and as completely as possible

preserved. I myself hope to view the Memorialists' traveling exhibit in Washington D.C. in the

summer of 2008, and urge everyone to find out when they may be coming to your area.I stand at

the other end of the political spectrum from Applebaum, but feel it's time for all shades of belief to

face this history. As a liberal I am ashamed that ideological battles trumped our insistence on truth

in all its weight. Ideology after all was part of the nexus out of which the terrors of the Soviet regime

grew. It always trumped human beings, individual voicesTo dismiss the voices of survivors is like

telling a rape victim she cannot be believed--because she was there.
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